
22

The 
Talking
Circle

(adapted)

TRIBAL ELDERS COMMUNITY HEALTH 
REPRESENTATIVES

Empowerment
“Respected Leaders”

Health beliefs

Historical Wisdom

Guardians for Future Generations

“Vital Links”

Education

Health Promotion

Disease Prevention

Advocacy for Elderly

ACADEMICS

“Partners”

NRCNAA / AOA

UND Nursing Center

Resource Provision

Translation of 
research into 

community action

Capacity-
Building

Lessons 
Learned

IHS Professionals

Tribal Health Personnel

Tribal Government Leadership

Interested Community Members

COMMUNITY     
SHAREHOLDERS

Engaging Native Elders and Community Health Representatives in the Creation 
of Healthy Communities: An Adapted Talking Circles Model for Diabetes 

Prevention Education


