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ADVANCE CARE PLANNING

WHAT MATTERS MOST

OBJECTIVES
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WHAT IS DEATH: DR. MILLER

HTTPS://WWW NYTIMES.COM/2020/12/18/OPINION/SUNDAY/CORONAVIRUS-DEATH.HTML

Where do Americans die?

«Studies have shown that approximately 80% of Americans would prefer to
die at home, if possible.

*Despite this, 60% of Americans die in acute care hospitals, 20% in nursing
homes and only 20% at home.

*A minority of dying patients use hospice care and even those patients are
often referred to hospice only in the last 3-4 weeks of life.

*However, not every patient will want to die at home. Dying at home is not
favored in certain cultures (due to cultural faboos) and some patients may
wish not to die at home, out of concern that they might be a burden on the
family.
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*Death is often unpredictable

*An overestimation of the ability of medical care to cure incurable illness or reverse setbacks.
*A lack of alternatives

*The “culture” of medicine and availability of medical care

Doctors may encourage patients to have inpatient treatment with little chance of changing the
long-term outcome, perhaps due to an overly optimistic view of the prognosis.

*A healthcare system focused on the short term
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WHY<e PATIENT EXAMPLES
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POLST FORM
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TIPS FOR CONVERSATIONS STARTERS

PATIENT EXAMPLES
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RESOURCES



http://www.ihi.org/resources/Pages/Tools/Conversation-Ready-Toolkit-for-Clinicians.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apbSsILLh28
https://theconversationproject.org/

